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The Word of the Lord from Romans 8:32-33: “He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered 

Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things? Who shall bring a charge 

against God's elect? It is God who justifies.” This is the Word of the Lord. 

 

I. The Trial 

 

The courtroom was packed as the first defendants were brought forward. There was no more time 

and no escape: it was time to face the Judge, and He was hardly a softy. One whiff of guilt was all it 

took before He’d convict. The prosecutors looked relaxed and prepared, as if their work was done 

already. It was time for pleas and sentencing. 

 

The first defendant came forward to face the bench. “How do you plead?” asked the Judge. “I am not 

guilty, your honor,” he replied, his look and voice defiant. The Judge furrowed His brow. “Oh 

really? You believe that you haven’t broken the Law?” A shadow of concern flitted across the 

defendant’s brow, and he spoke slowly, his words carefully chosen. “Your Honor, I would have to 

say that yes, I’ve broken some of the laws. However, I simply don’t consider myself guilty. Some of 

those laws just didn’t strike me right, so I went ahead and did what I wanted to do.” The prosecutors 

smirked—they knew what was coming. The Judge spoke once again. “This is a trial. It doesn’t 

matter what you think about you. You’ve broken the Law, and the fact that you’re okay with that 

doesn’t make you innocent. I find you guilty.” He nodded to the guards. “Take him away.” The 

prosecutors nodded thoughtfully—case closed, according to plan. 

 

The next defendant was brought forward. “How do you plead?” asked the Judge. “Your Honor,” she 

began, “I plead ‘mostly innocent.’ I mean, I’ve broken the Law, but many of those laws are hard to 

keep. I kept the ones I could, and I’ve done my best. Yes, I think that ‘innocent enough’ is a good 

plea. I’m more innocent than guilty.” The Judge fixed her with a steely glance and said, “To be 

mostly innocent is to be partly guilty, yes?” “Well, yes,” she said, “but it’s not like I’m happy about 

it.” “But one is either innocent or not,” responded the Judge. “If one is mostly innocent or mostly 

pure, he is still guilty and impure. Therefore, My verdict for you is ‘guilty.’ Guards, take her away.” 

The prosecutors were having a good day. The defendants were making it easy. It was starting to look 

like a sweep. 

 

The next defendant was brought forward, unresisting and head bowed. “How do you plead?” asked 

the Judge. The reply was quiet, barely audible: “I plead guilty, your Honor. I don’t have the privilege 

of writing those laws: it’s my duty to follow them. But I haven’t. I don’t know that I’ve broken them 

all, but I’ve broken much more than one or two. I think I do every day. And as you said, there’s no 

such thing as ‘mostly innocent.’ I’m not innocent, so I must be guilty.” He continued to stare at the 

ground. Then spoke one more time: “Your Honor, I throw myself at the mercy of the court.”  
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A pause, then the Judge responded, “Along with the mercy of the court, what if I offered you the 

grace of the court?” One of the prosecutors frowned: this was a new one. The defendant looked 

puzzled: “The grace of the court, sir? I’m not familiar with the term. I mean, I’ve studied the Law 

quite extensively, but I’ve never found ‘the grace of the court’ there.”  

 

“It is not part of the Law, but quite separate from it,” said the Judge. “The ‘grace of the court’ goes 

like this. When the Law is broken, the transgression must be punished. Normally, it is the guilty one 

who suffers; that is only fair. But what if an innocent man suffered your sentence? If the sentence 

was already carried out, would it be right to carry it out again?” He paused. “I have news for you: I 

have a Son. My Son is innocent. But, with His full consent, I have already declared Him guilty of 

your crimes. In fact, I have already punished Him for your crimes—I have already sentenced Him to 

death instead of you! The sentence for your guilt has already been carried out upon My Son; and for 

His sake, I have no intention of carrying out again on you. That is the grace of the court. Therefore, I 

say you’re innocent.” 

 

“Innocent? Free to go?” asked the man. “Well, you don’t have to be. I won’t force you to go free,” 

said the Judge. “If you still want to go to jail, the door is right over there. But if you go, it is not 

because I condemn you, but because you reject My verdict. I was going to give the same pardon to 

the previous defendants, but they didn’t want it. You heard their pleas: they wanted to declare 

themselves innocent, not hear Me do it. But only I can make you truly innocent again. I say it to you 

once again: for the sake of My Son, who has served your sentence for you, I declare you ‘not guilty.’ 

You may go.” 

 

“Objection!” shouted the prosecutor, standing and livid. “He’s guilty! He said so himself! He 

deserves judgment by his own admission. According to the Law, you can’t just let him go free!” 

Anger flashed across the Judge’s eyes. “I’m not letting him go according to the Law. I’m letting him 

go by the grace of the court. Did you not hear Me? He’s innocent because I say he’s innocent, and 

My decision stands.” 

 

“I’ll...I’ll appeal! I strenuously object and I’m going to appeal Your decision!” shouted the 

prosecutor, but he was deflating. He knew what was coming. “Appeal?” asked the Judge. “Appeal to 

whom? I am the highest court. I Am the Supreme Court Justice. There is no appeal. Who will bring a 

charge against My elect? I am the One who justifies. My verdict is final. This man is not guilty, 

because for My Son’s sake I declare him not guilty.” 

 

II. The Verdict 

 

Dear beloved, baptized people of God, 

 

Who shall bring a charge against you? It is God who justifies. As we begin our sojourn toward 

Easter through this penitential season of Lent, St. Paul won’t let you forget your salvation. God has 

not spared His own Son for you, but has condemned Him on the cross for your sins. Because He has 

condemned His own Son for you, He is not going to carry out that sentence again on you. For Jesus’ 

sake, He declares you holy, innocent, righteous…forgiven. 

 

The verdict is not just for you, but for the world: Christ has died for all, bearing all of their sins to 

the cross. There is really only one way to be condemned any longer: it is to reject the forgiveness 



45008031 Romans 8 31-39 The Grace of the Court (TJP) – page 3 

www.scholia.net 

won by the Son. Many do so. Many defiantly claim that, although they clearly disobey God’s Word, 

they don’t deserve judgment because they think they’re innocent. This is called “self-justification,” 

declaring yourself “not guilty.” But as state prisons are full of criminals convinced of their 

innocence, such people still stand guilty before God. Others believe that, although they’re not 

perfect, they’re good enough that God will like them for their obedience and thus have no need of 

forgiveness. This is works-righteousness, a “mostly innocent” plea; but once again, “mostly 

innocent” means still “partly guilty,” and only the holy enter heaven. Others want redemption, but 

want a different redeemer; thus they flock to other gods and believe that Yahweh will grant the 

substitution. How could they offend God more? He sacrifices His Son for their salvation, and they 

want the credit to go to an idol instead? 

 

Ah, but none of this is for you. By the grace of God and the work of the Holy Spirit, you trust in 

Jesus, your Savior. You gladly confess your guilt, knowing that God desires to give you forgiveness. 

In fact, while the world faces Judgment Day with dread, you face it with joy: could there be a more 

merciful Judge than the One who has already suffered your sentence so that He could set you free? 

Even now, you rejoice in the verdict: God declares you innocent for Jesus’ sake. 

 

But beware of the prosecutors—the devil, the world and your own sinful flesh. They hate the grace 

of the court and they want your conviction; therefore, they will do their evil best to make you forget 

or reject the grace of the court. 

 

There is always the tactic of appealing to your pride, that you’re not that bad. There’s always the 

devil’s seductive way of making some sin seem so important that you’re afraid you can’t live 

without it, that you’d rather cling to it and say, “I don’t want Jesus to have died for this one! I don’t 

want Him to save me from this sin!” 

 

But, as we’ve said before, the devil is at his best when he’s the prosecutor who levels the 

accusations. “You think that the Lord still has patience with you?” he asks. “Time and time again, 

you sin. Even as a Christian, you give into temptation every day. Do you really believe that God 

would still find you innocent?” It’s a ploy you could fall for, but God proclaims, “See My Son, 

tempted in the wilderness. He resists—He remains sinless. And as He has borne your sins to the 

cross, He’s also given you credit for His perfect righteousness. When I look at you, I don’t see your 

sin: I see My Son—My innocent Son. Therefore, I say again: I declare you ‘not guilty’!” 

 

You can count on the fact that, when trials hit, the devil will hit hard, too. He’ll use every sorrow and 

tribulation to beat you down, to accuse you that God must be out to get you for your sin. If you go by 

what you see at such a time, it’s a convincing argument. But you hear God’s Word—you hear 

today’s epistle, and you say, “It’s true that I face trouble in this life, and it’s true I don’t deserve 

God’s help. But I have His promise that nothing will ever separate me from Him. Why? Because I’m 

forgiven for Jesus’ sake—because He says so.” 

 

Who shall bring a charge against you? It is God who justifies. And if He says you’re not guilty, your 

enemies have no appeal. The Lord has the final Word. He truly is the Supreme Court Justice. So you 

rejoice this day to hear His verdict of “not guilty” once again: “You are forgiven for all of your sins 

in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost.” Amen 


